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" . it touches a man that his tears are only salt, and that the tides
of youth rise, and, having fallen, rise again. Now he has lived to
see another spring and to walk again beneath the faintly greening
trees. So, having an ear for the uprising of sap, for the running of
blood, having an eye for all things done most hiddenly, and a hand
in the making of those small dear lives that are not built with hands,
he lives at peace with great events."-Peattie
James Dowling Trask, third physician in the family to bear that
name, died in the fifty-second year of his life on May 24, 1942, in
the Billings Hospital, Chicago. Although not wearing the uniform
of the armed forces of his country he was directly serving those
forces at the time of his death. He was a member of the Commis-
sions on Neurotropic Virus Diseases and on Hemolytic Streptococcal
Infections, both of which are attached to the Office of the Secretary
of War. It was in connection with the work of the latter Commis-
sion that Trask was working in the barracks at Chanute Field, Illi-
nois, when he was stricken with the illness which proved fatal
forty-eight hours later.
Trask's curriculum vitae is subjoined to this memorial. Upon
him, Death cast his ruthless hand first of that group which in July
1921 was assembled from various institutions to carry on the Clini-
cal Departments of the Yale University School of Medicine on the
full-time basis. For the first six years of his association with the
School he was a member of the Department of Internal Medicine
under Francis G. Blake, with whom he had collaborated in research
at the Hospital of the Rockefeller Institute. For the past fifteen
years he was Associate Professor of Pediatrics in the School and
Associate Pediatrician to the New Haven Hospital.
In this latter period, Dr. Trask developed a children's infectious
disease service and a laboratory for clinical bacteriology which are
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unique in university pediatric clinics. Here facilities for accurate
and prompt diagnosis and treatment are availabli, complete labora-
tory records kept, new methods of study and therapy tried out,
students and staff nurtured in bacteriological procedures, and
research planned and carried out.
Before entering pediatrics, Dr. Trask's investigative work dealt
largely with measles and scarlet fever. His researches in pediatrics,
with various collaborators, were concerned with exact bacteriological
diagnosis of pneumonia in children, clarifying the form known as
"capillary bronchitis" and emphasizing the special importance of
cultures from nasal swabs; establishment of the role of the Hemo-
philus influenzae, (type B) in the etiology of certain forms of
laryngotracheitis with bacteremia; extension of knowledge of the
great group of streptococcal diseases with special interest in rheu-
matic fever and in the fibrinolysin test ofTillett and Garner. Trask
contributed the first paper in the first issue of the YALE JOURNAIL
OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE; the title is "Comparative Immunology
in Pediatrics." Since the epidemic of poliomyelitis in New Haven
in 1931, he developed tremendous interest in that disease; with his
intimate friend and colleague, John R. Paul, he made many studies
of it, chiefly of an experimental and epidemiological nature. These
studies won for the two investigators public recognition in the
form of the Silver Medal at the Scientific Exhibit of the American
Medical Association in 1940 and, on April 22, 1942, the John
Phillips Memorial Award of the American College of Physicians.
In receivingspecial acclaim for meritorious scientific work, Trask was
following the precedent established by his physician grandfather,
James D. Trask, "Professor of Obstetrics and diseases of women
and children," in the Long Island College Hospital, who in 1855
received a prize from the American Medical Association in recogni-
tion of his essay entitled, "Statistics of Placenta Previa." The
title of the elder Trask's chair shows that interest in pediatrics
includes more than one generation in the family; and the length of
the essay-ninety-four pages-demonstrates that exhaustive study
of a subject is also a family trait.
As a pediatrician Dr. Trask was competent and often brilliant in
dealing with children with infectious diseases. He assumed his
share of responsibility in carrying on the clinical work of the general
pediatric service, even though he never felt complete confidence
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when dealing with infants suffering from maladies other than those
due to infection. He loved to teach in the intimacy and informality
of a small group, especially on bacteriological and immunological
procedures in clinical medicine.
In 1939 Trask was appointed a Commissioner of the Board of
Health of New Haven-a post for which he was unusually well
qualified because of his strong sense of responsible citizenship as well
as his broad knowledge of infectious diseases and of epidemiology.
This brief recital of accomplishments testifies alike to Dr. Trask's
distinction in medicine and to his industry; also to his character,
f6r only a man of sterling worth and a strong sense of responsibility
could have achieved so much in so few years. But the resume
leaves unrecorded those qualities which made Jim beloved and
respected by everyone-by those in the simple walks of life who
knew nothing of his scientific achievements as well as by those who
appraised and appreciated him in every facet of his broad interests
in medicine and life. Winsome manners, quaint and witty turns of
word and phrase, quickness to retrieve a brusque remark or act,
cheerfulness and good humor, generosity and hospitality- all en-
hanced his great gifts of friendship and fine fellowship. Who can
ever forget the abrupt about-face, the spectacles on the tip of the
nose, the bubbling jubilation over some interesting finding in the
laboratory, the gestures and snapping of fingers, the shy and merry
questions, the cheery and subtle repartee! He was a fisherman
after Izaak Walton's own heart, one to whom " 'tis not all of fishing
to fish"; in the tradition of his grandfather Hartshorne, he was a
sailor who loved the sea, the boats, the shipmates, and all the
gadgets; and, not less, the clouds and ducks overhead. These
qualities and characteristics were compounded to make a personality
of rare charm indeed!
There is no measure of the depth of Jim Trask's devotion to
this Medical School. He would have so loved the comment made
by his friend, who was also his physician, in the last illness: "You
must have a remarkable spirit in the Yale Medical School to have
three busy professors drop their work and come to Chicago to care
for a sick colleague!" By his own labors and by the warmth and
charm of his personality Jim Trask helped mightily to promote this
spirit amongst us of this Faculty! His position may be filled; his
place in medicine, in this School, in our hearts, never! -G. F. P.
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Curriculum Vitae
1890-1942
Born, Astoria, Long Island, August 21, 1890
Graduated from Lawrenceville School, 1908
Graduated from Sheflield Scientific School, Yale University, Ph.B., 1913.
Started at Yale with class of 1911 in civil engineering; class book
historian of this class. Because 'of ill health left in senior year.
Returned with class of 1913 and had honors in biological science in
his junior year (the year of his return).
Graduated from Cornell University College of Medicine, M.D., 1917
Intern, 2nd Medical Division, Bellevue Hospital, 1917-1918
1st Lieutenant, Medical Corps, United States Army, May 20, 1918- Decem-
ber 10, 1918. Most of time spent in cardiovascular work, Camp Wads-
worth, Spartanburg, South Carolina
Assistant Resident Physician, The Hospital of the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research, 1919-1921
Instructor in Medicine, Yale University School of Medicine, 1921-1925
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Yale University School of Medicine, 1925-
1927
Associate Physician, New Haven Hospital and Dispensary, 1921-1927
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Yale University School of Medicine, 1927-
1942
Associate Pediatrician, New Haven Hospital and Dispensary, 1927-1942
Commissioner, New Haven Board of Health, 1939-1942
Awarded Silver Medal (with John R. Paul) at the Scientific Exhibit of the
American Medical Association, 1940
Co-Medalist, John Phillips Memorial Award, American College of Physicians,
1942
Consultant to the Secretary of War as a member of the Commission on
Neurotropic Virus Diseases and of the Commission on Hemolytic
Streptococcal Infections, both of which are under the Board for the
Investigation of Epidemic Diseases of the U. S. Army, 1941-1942
Memberships:
American Association of Immunologists
Society of American Bacteriologists
Harvey Society of New York
American Pediatric Society
Interurban Clinical Club
Licentiate, American Board of Pediatrics (1941)
Hezekiah Beardsley Cluih
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New England Pediatric Society
American Association for Advancement of Science
American Society for Clinical Investigation
Society for Pediatric Research
Association of American Physicians
Fellow, American Medical Association
Connecticut Public Health Association
Connecticut State Medical Society
New Haven County Medical Association
New Haven (city) Medical Association
Graduate Club Association, New Haven
Yale Club of New York
Phi Gamma Delta
Sigma Xi
Branford and Pine Orchard Yacht Clubs
Anglers Club (New York)
Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, University of Oxford, 1930.
During this European sojourn he flew to Lilbeck, Germany, to investi-
gate tuberculosis among the children vaccinated with B.C.G.
Represented Yale at the Congress of'the Royal Institute of Public Health,
Portsmouth, England, 1930
Member of Committee on Growth and Development, White House Confer-
ence on Child Health and Protection, 1930
Bibliography, some fifty papers on the subjects of Measles, Scarlet Fever,
Pneumonia, Poliomyelitis
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